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WILD PASSION FLOWER
Passiflora incarnata (pass-siff-FLOR-ruh in-kar-NAY-tuh)

Passiflora is an aggressive and fast growing 
native Florida vine that blooms spectacularly 
all year round in South Florida. The vine grows 
by way of tendrils that quickly wrap themselves 
around stems, branches, lattice work, fences 
and other small section stationary objects. At 
the base of the vine grows a woody stem that 
can also twirl and wrap itself around a support 
structure, so if you are planting this species it’s 
a good idea to plan in advance for its growth.

The flowers are showy and amazingly fragrant. 
The most notable portion of the flower is the 
ring of fringe-like corona that radiates around 
five stamen and three styles; the male and 
female parts of the flower. Some species do 
produce capsular fruit or berries--our species 

here the office produces a small fruit that none 
of us has attempted to eat!

Though the flower grows aggressively the 
caterpillars are equally aggressive and if not left 
in check can quickly defoliate the plant. This 
happened to all three of our plants here in the 
office but with fertilizer we coaxed them back 
to health and they were able to outgrow the 
pace of consumption by the caterpillars. Just 
with three specimens we see 5-10 butterflies 
throughout the day.

Type: Herbaceous Perennial

Conditions: 
Zone: 9 to 11
Growth Habit: Clumps
Light: Full Sun Only
Moisture: Medium
Maintenance: Moderate

Size/shape: Height: 1ft. to 3 ft. | Spread: 6in. to 12 in.

Pollinators: The Gulf fritillary, Agraulis vanillae (Linnaeus) 
butterfly loves it!
Care:      Easy care. 
Avoid shady areas.
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